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Lyrebird
In October, students from OLMC Heidelberg 
and Marcellin College presented Lyrebird, 
the 2022 M2 Junior Production. 

Produced by Marcellin College, the musical 
focuses on bushfire safety and awareness  
in Australia.

The production toured several local primary 
schools, with the season concluding with 
two performances at Marcellin College.

Congratulations to all of the students 
involved in a fabulous production. 

Thank you to Marcellin College student  
Josh Chadwick for the photos featured here.

Hayley Gamble Curran and Felicia Taine 
Performing Arts Teachers

Premier’s 
VCE 
Award
Congratulations to Olivia Voulgaris 
who has been recognised with a 
Premier’s VCE Award for her outstanding 
academic results in 2021.

Olivia received a Premier’s VCE Award 
for being a Top All-Round VCE High 
Achiever, which is given to students  
who achieved outstanding results in  
five or more of their subjects.
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Reserved  
for the Principal

A feature of Semester 2 has been the 
enormous success of our community in 
what they have achieved both personally  
and for others. Several things have 
highlighted for me the strength of our 
community and their capacity to utilise  
many skills and talents that benefit OLMC 
and those beyond.

As many of you are aware, in 2021 I was 
awarded a Menzies Fellowship. While it was 
awarded to me as Principal, it is focused 
on the development of the whole school. 
This honour allows the College community 
the privilege of benefiting from the work 
of a great many thought leaders from 
the education and business sectors. The 
Menzies Foundation is non-partisan and, 
based on the legacy of Sir Robert Menzies, 
‘aspires to raise the profile and importance 
of “outstanding” leadership to encourage 
Australians to reflect on leadership, build 
their own leadership capability and 
contribute to the greater good’.

It has been my privilege to work with people 
from a number of different sectors, all 
focused on the development of building 
and supporting the collective efficacy of 
our leaders, staff and students so they can 
grow and achieve their very best. In so 
many ways, this program has opened my 
thinking to new possibilities and enabled 
our Leadership Team and staff to explore 
how we can reimagine our work to meet the 
needs of young people in our modern world.

Our spirit of community and support of 
others has been evident to me this year 
through our students. It is always humbling 
to watch students lead and to see what 
matters to them and what they want to 
achieve. I have been inspired by a group 
of young people who have so passionately 
worked with the school leadership to bring 
about change to some of our processes and 
practices here at school.

The Student Leadership Team, the SRC and 
Class Captains have this year reached a new 
level in their representation of and support 
for their peers. Embracing the feedback 
from years before, they set out to develop 
a Mercy Day program and format that 
would engage every student from Year 7 to 
12 whilst achieving as much as they could 
for Mercy Works. They were so ambitious 
and there were moments when we thought 
that perhaps they had reached too far. How 
wrong we were. Not only was this one of our 
most successful Mercy Days, raising $13,078, 
but we raised more money than we ever 
have before.

During the semester we welcomed back 
so many activities that rely on our sense 
of community to be successful. In addition 
to Mercy Day, our annual House Arts 
competition took place. We held the annual 
Celebration Concert for the first time since 
2019 and enjoyed the Junior Production of 
Lyrebird. The Parents’ Association held the 
very successful Comedy Night and Father’s 

Day Breakfast. There is an incredible joy in 
our community when our people so bravely 
take the risk to perform or lead. 

For most of this semester I have watched in 
awe as I have seen all of these events take 
place with more passion and gusto than 
we thought possible. They have also been 
characterised by increases in attendance 
by our community. 

In the words of our school song, 

‘ High stands our red 
brick school, solid as 
stone. We who have 
come to learn stand  
not alone.’

The people of OLMC have learnt, 
competed, performed and socialised 
together, sharing in the joy of being part of 
this very special community who, inspired 
by Our Lady, do not stand alone.

Judith Weir

CapeStreet � December 2022
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Valedictory 
Awards

Class of 2022

Duce Maria Award – Ava C

Ava is described by her peers as 
‘compassionate, kind and approachable’, 
and someone who always works hard to 
get things done. She has shown a great 
commitment to social justice and always 
puts her hand up to help others.

Sr Jan Geason Performing Arts 
Award – Bridie E

Bridie has shown passion, love and 
commitment to Performing Arts at OLMC 
Heidelberg since Year 7. She is described as 
‘welcoming, warm-hearted and joyful,’ and 
always willing to help younger students.

ADF Future  
Innovators Award

Brydie C

ADF Long Tan Award Chloe T

Resilience Award Sophie M

AMP All Rounder Mollie L

ACU Impact Award Lilly C

Triple Platinium  
Colours

Mila S

Double Platinum  
Colours 

Georgia A

Platinum Colours Tahlia S
Ella P
Mollie L
Erin H

(L-R) Ava C, Chloe T, Georgia A, Judith Weir, Ella P,  
Bridie E, Mila S and Bethany F

Commitment to OLMC Sport 
Award – Georgia A

Georgia has demonstrated a great 
commitment and dedication to many sports 
throughout her time at OLMC, showing 
‘great energy and enthusiasm’. She has 
always encouraged others to participate, 
making sport a ‘welcoming and inclusive 
place for all’.

Sr Mercedes Hogan Award – 
Bethany F

Bethany loves to learn, always tries her best 
and engages in all her classes. She goes out 
of her way to make sure that others around 
her understand what they are learning.

Past Pupil’s Award – 
Mila S

Mila is described by her peers as ‘a joy 
to be around’. She honours Catherine 
McAuley’s legacy through her commitment 
to social justice and is ‘an inspiration and a 
wonderful role model for everyone’.
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Valedictory 
Speeches

College Captains’ Farewell

Excerpt

Our final challenge to you is to leave your 
mark. Consider what you want your legacy 
at OLMC to be. When your time comes to 
graduate, don’t leave wondering what 
you could have done if you had put your 
hand up to speak at an assembly or join 
that club. This school provides us with so 
many opportunities to grow and make a 
difference, grab those opportunities with 
both hands and really enjoy your high 
school years.

To the Class of 2022, we hope you can  
take the College values of courage,  
justice, compassion and joy along with  
you knowing you’ll always have a 
community and family back at OLMC.  
We both feel so privileged to be a part 
of such a welcoming, funny, strong and 
courageous cohort and we wish you all  
the best for your future endeavours. 

If you take anything from us this year, it is 
to have courage, believe in yourself and 
trust your voice, and empower others to do 
the same. Know your strength and don’t 
be afraid to put yourself out there. Yes, it 
may be uncomfortable, but it is in these 
moments that you discover what you are 
genuinely able to achieve. Be unafraid to 
leave your mark.

Mila S and Ella P

Principal’s Farewell 

Excerpt

Much is written about what the future 
might look like for you but we don’t know. 
That will be the adventure of your life. 
Taking each new experience and challenge 
for what it is. I wish I could say that they will 
always be wonderful, that you will welcome 
all of them and that you will get everything 
you want, but life is not like that.

You will grow to be so much more than who 
you see yourself as being right now. You will 
have opportunities and challenges. I hope 
you find something that makes you happy, 
that you are passionate about, and that in 
pursuing it you find all that you hope for. 
You can be who and what you want to be.

I am so proud of you and the way you  
have completed Year 12. There were so 
many times over the last three years when  
it would have been so easy to walk away  
or give up. It hasn’t been easy and there  
are very few cohorts who have and ever  
will experience education in the same way 
as you, but that makes you unique. It  
means you have a unique mindset and skill 
set, one that has stood you in good stead 
and can into the future. Remember all that 
you have learned over the last two years 
and the way in which you have risen to life’s 
many challenges. 

Judith Weir
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Class
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Mercy Day was a wonderful 
celebration showing all what 
it means to be part of OLMC 
Heidelberg. It was the first Mercy 
Day held onsite since 2019 and 
we watched with pride as our 
students and staff engaged 
wholeheartedly in the day, taking 
every opportunity to have fun 
and celebrate our community.

Mercy Day
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Through this fundraising event, which 
included a Whole School Mass, Arts 
Extravaganza, outdoor lunch, food stalls, 
dancing, games and more, OLMC raised 
money to support Mercy Works and their 
work in Papua New Guinea. This year’s 
event raised over $13,000 to help provide 
healthcare and education to those in need.

We are a strong community that is 
joyful, courageous, compassionate and 
committed to justice, and we are proud that 
we are contributing to improving the lives of 
people by celebrating Mercy Day.
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Period  
Poverty 
Day
Tuesday 30 August marked Period Poverty 
Day for OLMC Heidelberg.

This was an opportunity to learn about 
Period Poverty around the world and how 
we can all help to normalise this most 
natural part of life. To mark the day and 
encourage conversations about periods, 
students were handed out a hand-braided 
bracelet and invited to paint a fingernail 
red during Pastoral. The Feminist Collective 
spent months planning the day and we can 
see the awareness growing each year.

Thank you to all the students and staff 
who contributed hundreds of packets of 
sanitary products that will be donated to 
women escaping poverty and domestic 
violence through McAuley, a Ministry of the 
Sisters of Mercy.

Social 
Justice

St Pius X Primary 
School
OLMC’s Social Justice program with St Pius 
X Primary School has been recognised 
with Second Place at the Rerum Novarum 
Awards. The College has received a $1000 
participation grant and a further $2000  
to help further develop the program in  
the future.

The two schools have had a strong 
collaborative relationship for many years: 
Year 10 students visit the school every 
Tuesday afternoon for the Reading Club; 
Year 9 Horizon students have sent letters, 
stationary kits, videos and interactive 
maths games; and Year 7s have made 
Orientation Videos to help the Grade 6s 
feel confident about their transition to 
secondary school.



11

CapeStreet � December 2022

Exodus Dinners
Throughout Semester 2, Year 11 and 12 
OLMC students acted in the spirit of Mercy 
by volunteering their time to help prepare 
and share a meal with our friends in the 
Exodus Community in West Heidelberg. Each 
week the girls prepare, cook and eat with 
community members.

We have recently received some feedback 
from the guests who have attended, and 
when asked what being invited to the dinner 
meant to them, they responded with:

‘Proud that they want to journey with 
us. Cared for. Respected. Honoured. Great 
kindness. Love to be included.’

‘Privileged. A lot of effort had gone into it  
for us – little things that show care.’

‘Welcoming and I felt appreciated. Not alone.’

‘I felt included: a part of the community.’

‘Not judged. To sit, eat together: respect  
for who we are.’

It has been a wonderful experience for our 
students to engage with and encounter our 
friends in a way that supports the dignity of all.

Camp Heide
It was with unbridled joy that we were 
able to welcome back the Camp Heide 
program after its two-year hiatus. Camp 
Heide has been a long-running program 
for vulnerable children from our local 
community in partnership with the Exodus 
Community. This year, we had 20 Year 
11 students volunteer their time to plan, 
design and assist with running the holiday 
camp. We made tote bags and Play-Dough, 
received visits from Wildlife Encounters and 
the Ruccis Circus Skills, and shared food 
and laughter for three fun-filled days. Our 
students reflected on how much they valued 
the wonderful connections they were able 
make with their buddies and that they were 
able to offer such a wonderful experience 
for the kids. 

Lauren Marquet and Elise Cooper 
Social Justice Coordinators
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With our last Celebration Concert being 
held in 2019, Monday 5 September was a 
night students and staff alike were looking 
forward to.  

After the hard work of the last six months 
and an intense Music Camp at the College, 
students were ready and eager to share 
their learnings and skills with OLMC 
Heidelberg and the wider community. The 
audience were entertained by students 
in ensembles, choirs and Elite Dance as 
well as solo performances from our Year 
12 Music students in preparation for their 
performance exams. 

The theme of the evening was ‘Magical 
Moments’, a sentiment chosen to highlight 
that every time a person plays, creates 
or shares music with others, they are 
essentially creating magic. During the 
last few years, opportunities to share our 
individual ‘magic’ were not able to happen, 
so it was wonderful that this year the 
students sparkled and shone on stage. 

Congratulations to all of the students and 
staff involved, it was a wonderful event to 
welcome back to OLMC this year.

Jo-Anne Mileto  
Instrumental Music Coordinator

The 2022 Celebration Concert was a 
momentous evening. After missing the 
previous two years due to lockdowns, it was 
absolutely fantastic to be able to perform 
live again for our families and friends.

As Performing Arts students, we had all 
missed that special connection you receive 
with a live audience; the adrenaline and the 
endorphins that enable you to perform at 
a level you never thought you could. It was 
an honour as a VCE Music Performance 
student and Senior Choir member to be 
able to perform once again at OLMC in my 
final year.

It truly was a celebration for every musician, 
teacher and our family and friends.

Bridie E, 12CCTR

Celebration 
Concert
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Music 
Camp

Theatre 
Excursions

Seeing Harry Potter and the Cursed Child was 
one of my favourite memories from this 
school year. It was full of fun and confusion, 
and the tricks and illusions they pulled 
made it feel as if it was really magic. They 
included a lot of audience participation, 
and the stage and mise-en-scène was unlike 
anything I have ever seen. It would have 
taken a huge amount of creativity and effort 
to pull off something like that. By the end it 
leaves you questioning everything you know 
about theatre. We as a group were lucky 
enough to be able to meet some of the cast 
and crew after the show, and participated 
in a Q&A with one of the directors. It was 
definitely a great experience!

Indra L, 10MFTA

In July, our Units 3 and 4 Theatre Studies 
class went to see Looking for Alibrandi 
at the Malthouse Theatre. Whilst there, 
they met past OLMC and Theatre Studies 
student Jenny Le (Class of 2019), who was 
completing an internship at the Malthouse 
Theatre in Stage Management. The group 
also met actor John Marc Desengano, who 
played Jacob Coote in the production. It was 
a very moving and engaging production.

Hayley Gamble Curran 
VCE Theatre Studies Teacher

In August, approximately 90 students and 
staff headed across to the Nalleijerring 
Centre and Mercedes Hogan Theatre for 
three days of intense rehearsals and team-
based activities at Music Camp.

It was wonderful to hear music coming  
from all areas and the improvement that 
was evident at the end of each rehearsal 
was amazing. As well as playing music for 
up to six hours a day, the students took part 
in some team building exercises to increase 
their self-confidence and to make some new 
friends in a safe environment.

By the end of the three days, many 
expressed how much fun they had and how 
much they had grown as musicians. Their 
positivity made Music Camp a delight to 
organise and lead.

Jo-Anne Mileto 
Instrumental Music Coordinator
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OLMC Heidelberg again participated 
in the national ‘Write a Book in a Day’ 
competition, where students work 
collectively to write an entire story in 
just one day. This year, 24 enthusiastic 
students from Year 7 to 11 were involved 
in three teams, each with their own 
set of criteria. The day demonstrated 
not only their creative ability, but 
also their ability to communicate 
and compromise. The result was 
three amazing stories that will 
entertain children at various hospitals 
throughout the country during long 
term stays and treatment.

Write a Book 
in a Day
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Night of the 
Refrigerator
Excerpt

By Caitlyn A, Olivia C,  Katelyn D, Sophie F, 
Keira L.

A gap between the roller door and the floor 
allowed James and Stephanie to shuffle under 
into the store. For a few moments, it was 
completely silent. The two held their breaths 
and watched intently through the window, 
expecting to see the guards chasing after 
them. After a minute of nothing occurring,  
they decided through a unanimous exhale  
that it was safe.

Meet Me on the 
Motorway
Excerpt

By Katherine A, Alexandra C, Maya D, 
Dania J, Lily J, Hannah L, Sienna M, Isadora 
T, Scarlett W.

Another day, working long, tedious hours on 
the dairy farm. I sighed and wiped the sweat 
trickling down my forehead. My messy brown 
locks fall onto my face, blocking my view of  
the lonely cow mooing. ‘Oh, be quiet Daisy!’  I 
say, patting her head. I finish my chores with  
a bored expression plastered on my face.

Pesky Bird and 
the Absorbent 
Bread
Excerpt

By Louise B, Olivia J, Lucy K, Hannah K, 
Zarah L, Lacey M, Charlotte M, Sophie P, 
Winnie Q, Erica W.

Life is tough being a magpie these days.  
It is an eternal struggle to find food.  
The rains have ruined my feathers. I look 
horrible. There are shiny, plastic worms lining 
the walls that hurt my talons as I tiptoe across 
them. Humans are unimpressive, and I watch 
them with superiority each day.  
Plus, they are silly enough to put mini suns all 

over the trees. I don’t know how I’ll survive…., 
especially with this irritating voice in my head.
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Religious 
Education

Jeremiah and Malala Yousafzai have many 
similarities and differences. Jeremiah wanted 
equality for everyone and Malala wanted 
women to be treated equally, to have a  
good education. 

Jeremiah and Malala are both very 
inspiring people to the world. They both 
stood up against deceiving people even 
though they knew others would try to fight 
back and become violent. They are inspiring 
because they did something no one else 
would have done and this encouraged  
others to do the same.

Matilda C, 9LAN

Year 11  
Reflection Day
‘ Reflection Day was a great experience that 
prompted engagement between all of my 
peers. I was able to hear different people’s 
perspectives on religion and how they 
viewed the world, which taught me a lot 
about my year level.’

Niamh G, 11LKPA

‘ I liked how we had the freedom to write 
small messages to the people that we 
love. This made me feel really good and 
reminded me of the good things in my life.’ 

Sara T, 11LKPA

‘ Reflection Day was a good time to gather 
together with friends and share our 
personal thoughts without any judgements. 
It was also good to have fun with others 
and participate in activities that helped us 
come out of our comfort zone.’

Alessia C, 11LKPA

‘ Reflection Day was a day to take a break 
from the busyness of life and school, and to 
take time to just live in the present. It was a 
really fulfilling experience.’

Hannah J, 11LADR

Year 9  
Essays
In Term 3, Year 9 Religious 
Education students produced 
essays comparing a biblical 
prophet with a modern-
day prophet. Here are some 
excerpts of their work:

As my chosen biblical prophet, Amos fights 
for the equality of rich and poor alike. Rosa 
Parks, my chosen modern day prophet, also 
strongly believed in the equality of all people, 
however she was more focused on the racism 
shown towards her many years ago which still 
poses an issue today.

They both showed the bravery and 
confidence required to empower others to 
stand up for change and delivered motivating 
messages on what our world should aspire 
to be. By the two of them speaking out, they 
encouraged others to do the same and treat 
everyone with the equality and compassion 
they deserve.

Phoebe T, 9LAN

Amos and Nelson Mandela were very 
similar. They were both remarkable people 
who showed great leadership. They had 
the same values and qualities; passionate, 
persistent and strong minded. They believed 
that every human being should be treated  
as equals.

Amos and Nelson Mandela inspire me 
because no matter what happened to them 
they never gave up and continued to preach 
good. They cared about equality in society 
and fairness for everyone. They are both 
great role models for the world to look up to. 
Thanks to them the world has come very far in 
treating everybody as equals.

Jacinta B, 9LAN
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STEM MAD

Congratulations to our Year 9 team of Heidi 
C, Sephora K, Katiya S and Alice P, who won 
the ‘STEM in Space, Secondary’ Category at 
STEM MAD National in September.

STEM MAD (Make A Difference) National, 
run by the Catholic Network Australia, 
acknowledges and promotes STEM 
learning initiatives that address real-world 
problems.

The team’s project, called ‘Smell the Future’, 
was a multifaceted investigation into why 
astronauts on the International Space 
Station experience puffy head syndrome, 
due to microgravity. They broke apart a 
CPAP machine and designed a functioning 
prototype which would allow astronauts 
to get relief from puffy heads and nasal 
congestion while smelling scents from 
home to help with their wellbeing. The team 
tried distilling plant matter to produce an 
aromatic hydrosol and used commercial 
plant oils to mix up smells, like ‘flower 
garden’, ‘forest walk’ and ‘petrichor’ – the 
smell of rain.

The team presented their work at the STEM 
MAD National Showcase at the National 
Catholic Education Conference. Their 
prize, awarded by the Andy Thomas Space 
Foundation, is to attend the Australian 
Space Forum in Adelaide in March 2023.

Dr Susan Long 
Science Learning Leader

Throughout the term we have been working 
on a project for the competition, STEM 
MAD. We created a project called ‘Smell 
the Future’, which focused on helping 
astronauts be able to smell in space - 
this is problematic for them because in 
microgravity there isn’t the force to pull 
blood and fluids down through the body 
and they end up with puffy head syndrome. 
We experimented with creating different 
smells, dismantled a CPAP machine, 
researched about astronauts in space and 
created a prototype of our invention. We 
got to present our work at the State and 
National Showcase and it was a really fun 
and great experience.

Katiya S, 9DCH
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2022 Sportspersons of the Year

Year Level Champion

7 Emily M (7JBR) 

8 Chiara S (8JSE)

9 Sarah B (9GTA)

10 Annabel B (CCTR) 

11 Ashleigh T (MMZI) 

12 Annabel G (AASE) 

Over 500 students and parents attended 
the OLMC Heidelberg Celebration of Sport 
Evening in September.

The night recognised our students’ 
sporting achievements throughout the 
year, including coach-nominated MVP 
Awards and our individual and overall 
Sportspersons of the Year Awards.

Melbourne Vixens Co-Captain and 
Australian Diamond Kate Moloney was 
our special guest, speaking about her 
successful netball career and presenting 
several awards.

Congratulations to all students who were 
recognised for their contribution to sport 
throughout this year.

GSV Tennis
Congratulations to Indiana M (10LJRE) 
for being selected in the GSV 
Representative team for Tennis. Indiana 
competed for Team Tuddenham at the 
National Tennis Centre in August.

GSV Soccer
Congratulations to the Junior B Soccer  
Team coached by Mr Walpole, who won 
their way to the finals in September and 
defeated Sacré Cœur to become Premiers.

GSV Track 
and Field
The 2022 GSV Track and Field Finals  
Evening was held in September with a 
number of excellent performances from 
OLMC students:

Emily M (7JBR)

• 1st Year 7 Shot Put
• 1st Year 7 Discus

Jamieson L (9DCH)

• 1st Year 9 400m

Matilda B (10AASE)

• 1st Year 10 90m Hurdles
• 1st Year 10 Long Jump

OLMC finished sixth in the medal count, 
a fantastic effort by all students in the 
Athletics squad.

Celebration of 
Sport Evening

Kate Moloney with Georgia A (12LRJO), Overall 
Sportsperson of the Year.

Emily M 
(7JBR)

Chiara S 
(8JSE)

Annabel B 
(10CCTR)

Annabel G 
(12AASE)

Ashleigh T 
(11MMZI)

Sarah B 
(9GTA)
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AFL
In September, the OLMC Senior AFL Team 
won the Herald Sun Shield Senior Girls 
Division 2 Premiership.

Coached by Ms Lambert, the squad of 23 
students from Year 10 – 12 played as a team 
throughout the Preliminary Round Robin, 
beating Ivanhoe Grammar School, Padua 
College and Mt Lilydale Mercy College to 
move to the Grand Final against Sacred 
Heart College in Geelong.

In windy conditions, both teams were 
evenly matched until the final quarter, 
when the strong pressure and teamwork 
of OLMC was enough to triumph.

We congratulate all the OLMC team 
members for a fantastic team effort and 
Ava J (11LADR) for winning the Best Player in 
the Grand Final.

The Senior Team were also Premiers at the 
Secondary Catholic Sports Association 
(SCSA) Division 1 AFL Carnival Day. 
Congratulations also to the Junior AFL  
Team who were also Premiers on the day, 
and to the Intermediate Team, who were 
runners-up. 
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Aerobics
Congratulations to our Aerobics Team for 
their success at competitions in 2022.

OLMC was the Aggregate School 
Champion at the AeroSchools Victorian 
Championships (Secondary) in July, and 
finished as the second-highest scoring 
school at the National Clubs Carnival 
on the Gold Coast in September. At the 

national competition, OLMC placed first, 
second and third in the AeroDance event.

OLMC also hosted the SCSA Aerobics 
Competition in August, where two of our 
teams won their events and another  
placed third.

Thank you to coaches Mrs Butterworth  
and Mrs Scuderi for their hard work and 
effort with the Aerobics team.
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Congratulations to all of our students  
and their teachers for another successful  
OLMC Art Show and Caldow Collection 
Opening. We were so proud of the works 
created this year and the ‘creative risks’  
our students have taken to put themselves 
and their work out for display.

Visual Arts

Overall Subject 
Awards

Award Winner

Art and People’s 
Choice

Alyssa V 
(12LKPA)

Fashion Olivia C 
(10CSGP)

Food Studies Madeleine L 
(12AASE)

Graphics / Visual  
Communication 
Design

Julia F 
(12CCTR) 

Media Eleanor P 
(12CRIV)

Julia F (12CCTR)

Alyssa V 
(12LKPA)

The ‘Design Thinking’ focus developed 
across the Learning Area has paid off,  
with visitors commenting on the 
consistent improvement in the range  
and quality of skills on display and a 
continual evolution of experimentation  
in new materials and artistic forms.

In the investigating/generating stage 
of the design process, Design, Art and 
Technology students consider factors 
such as how their work will engage 
specific audiences, deliver for a client’s 
needs or communicate ideas and 
aesthetic qualities. They also reflect on 
environmental, economic and social 
impacts when developing solutions or  
in the creation of their art. This ultimately 
allows students to articulate the intention 
and processes behind the creation of  
their works.

Mark Jenkinson 
Design, Art and Technology 
Learning Leader

Olivia C (10CSGP)
Madeleine L (12AASE)

Eleanor P (12CRIV)
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Alessia K (11MSHO) Charlotte W (12MFTA)

Bianca R (10MSHO)Natalia B (9LAN)

Kim N (9DCH)

Tara W (11CPSE) and  
Mathilda W (11CSGP)

Alexia M (10AGLE) and  
Sierra D (10AGGL)

Angelica S (12MSHO)

Anna V (11MSHO) Evelyn P (11CCTR)

Jaimi B (9DCH)

Sienna S (11AASE)

Phoebe M (12CSGP)

Sophie S (8MKY)
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Frayne 
Speech 
Festival 
In August, students from 
OLMC Heidelberg took part 
in the Frayne Speech Festival 
at Emmanuel College in 
Warrnambool. The students 
competed in Public Speaking 
and Debating, and won the 
Voice Choir event at the festival.

The Frayne Speech Festival offered me the 
opportunity to participate in an overnight 
camp at Warrnambool with other students 
from OLMC. I had lots of fun engaging in 
the competition. My team was fortunate 
enough to be selected to be part of the 
Voice Choir event. We undertook many 
rehearsals and battled through two rounds 
on the day. We came first in the event! It  
was a very proud moment for the team  
and the school; the last time OLMC won  
was 11 years ago.

Tiffany M, 8MKY

My time at Voice Choir was fun and 
empowering. As a person who is not so 
comfortable with public speaking, this was 
an amazing opportunity to work on my 
confidence in a fun and safe environment 
with all my friends. The overall trip was so 
much fun and I would definitely recommend 
it to anyone who is considering taking part 
next year!

Minna v H, 10MMZI

Voice Choir was an amazing experience, 
filled with so many memories. All the other 
schools were so lovely, especially the hosting 
school Emmanuel College. They came up 
to us and started many conversations; they 
were so welcoming! Getting prepared to 
perform our poems was the most nerve-
wracking part but once we were on the 
stage, it was tremendously thrilling. The 
feeling once we had won was exhilarating! 
Most of us did not expect to place first, as all 
the schools participating were terrific. It was 
definitely an adventure we will never forget.

Olivia S, 10MMWI

Being part of the Frayne Speech Festival 
was amazing. It was a great experience to 
develop our debating and public speaking 
skills, and improvise in order to come up 
with rebuttals and secret topics within a 
time constraint. My favourite part of the trip 
was being able to make new friends in a 
variety of year levels and work with them in 
debating, practising and discussing topics. 
I enjoyed all aspects of the day and the trip 
and I’m looking forward to doing it all again 
next year!

Tiara L, 11MFTA
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Students were challenged physically and 
mentally to step out of their comfort zones 
and embrace new challenges: racing peers 
on the flying fox, tearing it up mountain 
biking, coordinating strokes with peers 
whilst canoeing, familiarising themselves 
with maps whilst geocaching, and 
embracing the Survivor Challenge.

For one of the three nights, students slept 
in a tent and engaged in all aspects of 
camping. The day started with a 10km hike 
along the Centenary Trail, during which 
students shared stories and sang their way 
up and down hills to get to the glorious 
Island Lookout. Students familiarised 
themselves with a camp stove in order 
to make their own dinner for the night. 
Students are commended on their approach 
to the night, embracing the experience 
whilst demonstrating care for others.

The weather was unpredictable during 
the camp but it did not seem to hinder us. 
We were frequently greeted by beautiful 
rainbows, sunrises and sunsets over Lake 
Dewar. It was fantastic to hear students 
commenting on the beauty of the location, 
and being grateful and mindful of their 
surroundings.

We were very impressed with the students’ 
approach to camp, their resolve to make 
the most of the experience. The camp was 

Year 8 
Camp

fantastic and students have taken away 
memories and learnings for life. After many 
interruptions to school life over the last two 
years for our Year 8 students, how fortunate 
we have been to have shared a wonderful 
school camp together.

Rowena Thomson 
Year 8 Coordinator

Our Year 8 students and 20 
staff spent the first week of 
Term 3 attending the Lake 
Dewar Lodge Adventure 
Camp. It was a jam-packed 
four days and three nights, 
with students engaging in a 
range of outdoor activities. 

Camp; an experience we will 
never forget! From the minute 
we walked in, smiling faces 
greeted us.

On this camp we were pushed out of our 
comfort zone and encouraged to try new 
things. Although the weather challenged 
us, we powered through and kept a positive 
mindset. This camp helped us branch out 
and meet new people in our year level, and 
create new and deeper friendships. It was 
a time away where we lived in the moment 
without technology.

We take away some key learnings, such as 
making the most of the opportunities that 
are given to us.

Students from 8LTI
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In September, we ran a number of wellbeing 
sessions for our Senior students. This 
program was inspired by Women’s Health 
Week, a nation-wide campaign that 
promotes health and wellbeing of women  
in Australia. 

These sessions were a timely reminder to 
our students to make time for their own 
health and wellbeing. Students were able to 
prioritise an area of their health by selecting 
a session from a wide variety of workshops 
on offer: 

• Strive and Thrive - Collingwood AFLW
player Eloise Chaston spoke about 
healthy eating, lifestyle, fitness and 
motivation.

• Food and Mental Wellness - Angelica 
Pupillo presented on the important link 
between mental health and good food.
Students made a healthy snack and 
learnt about putting the right fuel in 
their body.

• Walk This Way (around Heidelberg) - A
physical activity for those who wanted
to get outside and boost their mental 
alertness, energy and positive mood.

• Bright Girl Health - Students learnt about 
common period irregularities and tools 
to cope with these, such as nutrition,
exercise, sleep and stress management. 
They also learnt some strategies to 
navigate present and future health 
challenges.

• Mental Health First Aid - The OLMC
Counselling Team helped students 
consider small, practical actions they can
take that may be helpful to others, how 
to encourage a friend to get help, and 

Women’s 
Health Week

where they can go to get the support 
needed to help a peer.

• Dance Workshop - The ultimate mind-
body experience with the Nikki Visaj
Dance Studio, combining dance, fitness,
fun and mindfulness.

• Flourish Girl Presentation - A session
designed to help students develop tools 
to check in with themselves and others 
who might be struggling. This was a
really interactive, fun and empowering 
session that helped students to recognise 
their own power.

Jemma Banfield, Kathryn Williams, Deb Daly and 
Hayley Gamble Curran 
Senior House Coordinators
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Staff 
News

It is with great delight that we announce 
Megan Edwards as our new Deputy  
Principal Student Wellbeing. 

Megan joined OLMC eight years ago, 
having moved with her family to Victoria 
from interstate where she led in the area 
of student wellbeing. Megan very quickly 
became a part of the OLMC community  
and took on the leadership of the Health 
and Physical Education Learning Area. 
During her time as leader, she navigated 
a number of significant changes which 
included the redesign and implementation 
of the Year 10 electives. She has been  
involved in sub-committees for the Learning 
and Teaching Team and contributed to the 
renewal of our Interim Reporting format.

In 2019, Megan stepped into the role of 
Acting Curriculum Coordinator where she 
joined the Leadership Team. This year we 
were delighted to welcome her back as 
Acting Head of Student Wellbeing where 
she has shown new leadership in the area 
of Student Wellbeing. We know she will lead 
with imagination, integrity and courage.

Judith Weir 
Principal

Deputy  
Principal  
Student 
Wellbeing

High Tea  
in Heidelberg

It was with much joy and excitement 
that we welcomed over 180 guests to our 
annual High Tea in Heidelberg on Sunday  
11 September. After being unable to host  
this event for the last two years, the joy at 
being able to gather guests from both the 
College and Mercy communities was very 
evident. The purpose of the event is to raise  
funds for McAuley, a Ministry of the Sisters  
of Mercy, and to create conversations 
about, and raise awareness of the impact  
of family violence. 

Staff, parents and students began 
preparations weeks in advance of the event, 
organising food, drinks, table settings 
and decorations. The culmination was a 
beautiful afternoon with high quality food 
and great company. This was topped off 
by our team of wonderful student servers 
attending to every need on the day. 

Felicity Pringle, Head of Advocacy, Marketing 
and Fundraising at McAuley, shared with us 
her insights and experience in supporting 
women who find themselves the victims of 
family violence. Student leaders Georgia 
Alexander and Ava Carfi did a fantastic 
job acting as MCs and facilitating the Q&A 
session, during which many heartfelt and 
informative conversations were shared. 

As a fundraiser for McAuley the $9400 
raised was a great outcome. Some of the 
funds came from the raffle which was 
run online and at the event. We thank the 
Wilson family for once again donating the 
accommodation package as the first prize.

The day was a great community-building 
experience and a testament to the strong 
relationships that the College enjoys with 
the wider community. The College thanks 
the many staff, parents, students and 
sponsors who worked hard to ensure it was 
a success. Thanks also must go to all the 
loyal attendees and raffle supporters who 
give us their support every year. 
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Our College Council 

Voice of Youth

The OLMC College Council exists to 
provide advice to the Principal regarding 
the operations, governance and strategic 
direction of the College. The Council 
comprises honorary members of the College 
community with expertise in a range of 
fields including business, commerce, law, 
education, science, marketing, arts and 
management. Current members are parents 
of both past and present OLMC students, 
OLMC alumni and former OLMC staff. 

Alongside Ms Judith Weir, Principal, and 
Mr Nicolas Sulzberger, Business Manager, 
continuing Council members include Sr 
Eileen Ann Daffy RSM (Past Principal), Ms 
Angela Scaffidi (Past Pupil), Mr Dane Totham 
(Past Parent) and Ms Jennifer Howe (Past 
Pupil and Current Parent). Company Director 
Angela and Federal Circuit Court Judge 
Jennifer are former 1990s College Captains. 

A number of new members have been 
welcomed onto the College Council this 
year. We welcome Mr David Russo, Ms Deb 
Purcell, Mr Carl Junot and Mr Frank Butera, 
who all bring a broad range of professional 
experience to serve our College governance 
objectives and all of whom are parents of 
current students. We also welcome Taylor 
Radatti, a past pupil from the Class of 2019. 

Dr Christopher Conroy 
Chair, College Council

Taylor Radatti is a recent graduate of OLMC 
(Class of 2019) and final year university 
student. Taylor joins the College Council 
as part of a new initiative to welcome the 
‘Voice of Youth’ into Council deliberations. 
The aim of this initiative is to invite university 
students or graduates in tertiary studies 
with institutional governance-related 
subjects to share their views and apply their 
studies of organisational governance theory 
in a safe, familiar College community. 
This will provide unique development 
opportunities for our recent alumni and add 
a critically important youthful perspective 
on College business. Taylor will be active 
in the OLMC community, supporting other 
recent alumni to participate in the program, 
as her ‘Voice of Youth’ seat is vacated and 
handed over to the next alumni member.

(L-R) Nicolas Sulzberger, Christopher Conroy, 
David Russo, Taylor Radatti, Judith Weir,  
Eileen Ann Daffy, Angela Scaffidi, Carl Junot  
and Frank Butera. Absent: Jennifer Howe,  
Deb Purcell and Dane Totham.

‘I’m a huge believer in the saying that 
“learning doesn’t stop once you leave the 
classroom”. At OLMC, I learned valuable 
lessons in leadership, captaining my school’s 
cross country team in 2018 and taking on the 
role of Sports Captain in 2019. In 2020, I was 
elected as a student representative for my 
university cohort and was accepted into the 
Beta Alpha Psi honour organisation, where 
I took on the role of Executive Reporter. I am 
eager to continue developing my soft skills 
and technical skills that will enhance my 
employability when I graduate, and I am 
grateful for the chance to do this as part of the 
OLMC College Council.’

Taylor Radatti, Class of 2019
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Celebrating 

4 Years
It was with great excitement that the Class of 
1982 gathered together to celebrate 40 years 
since leaving school, a significant milestone and 
a cause for much celebration. Over 30 women 
attended the Sunday afternoon event held at the 
College and many colourful stories were shared 
and memories, photos and much laughter were 
enjoyed by all. 

‘ It brought back 
wonderful memories 
of sitting on the lawn 
eating Twisties in a  
soft white roll!’

Some members of this year level have been meeting on a regular 
basis and look forward to their next get together, now with some 
more old friends joining them. A highlight of the afternoon was a 
tour of the College and grounds. Thanks must go to Sue Hill (Cross) 
for pulling the event together. 

‘The tour of the school was very impressive. A beautiful space  
for students.’ 

‘Thank you to the organisers. It was lovely to travel down memory 
lane about the car squash and great to see the new buildings, gym and 
basketball courts.’

‘I think for me it was great to see everyone. At this age no one cares 
how you look or what you have done; it’s about the special friendships 
we made at school. We all have our own unique story.’
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